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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Theresa Jorgensen
AMTE-TX is coming into the home stretch of our 10th anniversary
year. We are closing out the celebration with a push to grow our
AMTE-TX membership to 100 members by the time we meet at
the July 2019 Conference for the Advancement of Mathematics
Teaching (CAMT). One meaningful way to increase our
membership is for our current members at Texas universities to
encourage (or gift) the membership of their graduate students.
Graduate student membership costs only $10 per year and starts
those professionals off on the right foot by getting them connected
with the broader Texas community of mathematics teacher
educators. If we each recruit one graduate student member, we
will crush our membership goal. Remember, recruit 1…for 100!
At CAMT in San Antonio, we will host an AMTE-TX special session on Wednesday, July 10 and
Thursday, July 11. The special session will include eight presentations featuring topics that relate
directly with the mission of AMTE-TX. To find these presentations on your CAMT app, just use
AMTE-TX in your search. The AMTE-TX Business Meeting will take place on July 11 th at 2:30 PM.
It may seem far in the future, but be sure to put our 2019 AMTE-TX Fall Conference on your
calendar. It will be hosted by Baylor University in Waco. The meeting begins the evening of
September 20 with a social event, followed on September 21 by a full day of presentations and
conversations. AMTE President Michael Steele will be speaking at the conference. Watch the
AMTE-TX website for updates about registration and hotel information.
Continued…
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It is with great pleasure that I announce the locations for our 2020 and 2021 AMTE-TX Fall
Conferences. Our 2020 conference will be hosted by Texas A&M - Corpus Christi, and our 2021
conference will be hosted by the University of Texas at San Antonio. It will be wonderful to expand
our conference footprint to the south-central and Gulf coast of Texas.
I am happy to introduce the new JMTET co-editors who will be taking over this fall: Eloise
Kuehnert and Cody Patterson. Eloise is a recent graduate of UNT and now a STEM Education
Researcher at the Simmons School of Education at SMU. Cody is on the faculty of the
Mathematics Department at UT San Antonio. I look forward to the direction that they take our
journal. At the same time, I want to shout from the highest hill in Texas (Guadalupe Peak) about
the wonderful job that Ryann Shelton and Mark Montgomery have done in their tenure as coeditors. They have overseen the publication’s transition to its new moniker and have streamlined
many of the journal submission and review processes. AMTE-TX is incredibly grateful for their
contributions.

AMTE-TX Sessions at CAMT 2019
AMTE-TX Business Meeting: Thursday, July 11, 2:30-3:30
Wednesday, July 10, 2019
Unpacking and Decompressing Integer and Binomial Multiplication
Eloise Kuehnert, Sarah Pratt, Colleen Eddy
Transforming STAAR Questions into Teacher Education Group Activities
Gwendolyn Johnson
How Will our Graduates Teach High School Mathematics Electives?
Suleyman Tek, Craig McCarron
Number Talk Clubs - Supporting Teachers to Make a Difference in Students’ Mathematical Learning
Dawn Woods, Annie Page
Thursday, July 11, 2019
Supporting 4-8 Math Pre-service Teachers’ Knowledge and Skill Development
in Eliciting and Interpreting Student Thinking
Jennifer Chauvot
Using Triangles with Technologies to Solve Problems
Karman Kurban
Teacher Noticing for PSTs in a Summer Field Experience
Michael Warren, Kurt Salisbury, Sandi Cooper, Brandy Crowley
The Power of Teacher and Leader STEM Coaching
Anthony Sparks, Alain Mota, Elizabeth Adams, Cassandra Hatfield, Leanne Ketterlin Geller
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Examining Preservice Teachers’ Opinions about Using
A Different Pond to Teach Math
Ann Wheeler
Texas Woman’s University

Beatriz Gutierrez
Texas Woman’s University

Engaging activities that include high level problem-solving should be an integral part of math lessons
(NCTM, 2000). To pique students’ interests in mathematical tasks, teachers may also introduce the
idea of popular children’s books. Using children’s literature to enhance a math lesson is not a novel
concept (Lamberg & Andrews, 2011; Wilburne & Napoli, 2007; Young & Marroquin, 2006), but
connections that instructors might want to make can be presented in new and innovative ways that
not only address math but people from potentially unfamiliar cultures.
Preservice teachers in the two classes under study had already been introduced to the idea of using
children’s literature to teach middle school geometry topics through the use of lighthearted, whimsical
tales like Sir Circumference and the Dragon of Pi (Neuschwander, 1999). For this research, we were
interested in examining preservice teacher’s opinions about a middle school math lesson based on a
non-math themed children’s book that involved a much different kind of story. We chose the
Vietnamese-based tale entitled A Different Pond (Phi, 2017). A Different Pond, a 2018 Caldecott
Honor book, is a children’s book about a Vietnamese father and son going fishing in the early hours
of the day to help provide enough fish to feed their family of seven. During the trip, they encounter
other fisherman from different cultural backgrounds that add to the depth of the story. The father and
son take their catch of crappie home to be eaten for dinner that night. Using this story as the basis for
a math lesson, our specific research question was the following: What are preservice elementary
(PreK-6) and middle school (Grades 6-8) teachers’ opinions about using A Different Pond (Phi, 2017)
to teach middle school math?
Methods
The participants for the study were future elementary (PreK-6th) and middle school (Grades 4-8)
teachers who came from two math education classes covering Grades 6-8 math content and
pedagogy. During the fall of 2018, one of the researchers, the instructor of record for the two courses
under study, read a portion of the children’s book entitled A Different Pond (Phi, 2017) to the classes.
Since the premise of the story was about a father and son fishing to feed their family, we had groups
of 3-4 preservice teachers play the part of families. We had created ponds of crappie, as well as
fishing poles, for the future teachers to simulate fishing. Preservice teachers took turns casting their
fishing poles and catching one crappie per person in the group.
After each person caught a fish, he or she would record the weight (in tenths of a pound) written on
the crappie and return it to the pond. Once all data for the class was collected, the class graphed their
weights using multiple data representations, such as stem and leaf plots and histograms, as well as
answered an exit ticket. For the exit ticket, future teachers used their group’s data to determine
whether they would successfully be able to feed their family (group) with the amount of fish their
group caught from the pond. In a handout we gave to each table, preservice teachers were given the
number of calories an average adult needed for a meal and how much a pound of fried fish would
provide in calories for an adult. For homework, preservice teachers were asked to reflect in writing
about the lesson activity.
Findings
Of the two classes, 45 students reflected about the book activity. Forty-four of the 45 future teachers
stated they enjoyed the activity. The one participant who did not like the activity commented that she
Continued…
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was confused about the problem and felt her group solved the problem too quickly for her to
understand. Thirty-four of the future teachers remarked about how they actually enjoyed “fishing” for
the data they used in class. They felt this part was a cute, fun, and engaging aspect of the lesson and
that students would enjoy it also. Eight future teachers mentioned they enjoyed the cultural impact of
the lesson. One such participant remarked, “I also enjoyed the book because it brought a sense of
cultural understanding and relevance into a math classroom, which does not often happen.” Similarly,
another preservice teacher added the following comments:
I liked the fishing book because it integrates cultural awareness. This story has a rare and
unique setting that is well explained throughout the book. I think it’s important for children to
understand that adults do all sorts of jobs to keep food on the table. I’m really excited that the
math classes will start to integrate more cultural activities.
Besides commenting on parts of the lessons they liked, preservice teachers also mentioned ways to
improve the lesson. Three preservice teachers commented on not liking the “catch and release”
aspect of the activity. The activity was originally intended for future teachers to catch a fish and then
throw it back into the pond. They sensed that keeping their fish would be better than throwing them
back, which would also lead to more variation in the weights of fish being drawn. Two preservice
teachers felt that hiding the amount the fish weighed on the underside would be better than having it
listed on the top of the fish because students may try to catch a certain sized fish, such as the
biggest, which would affect the outcome of the math problems they were given.
Conclusion
Based on these findings, we feel that math educators can benefit from utilizing non-math based
books like A Different Pond (Phi, 2017) in the math classroom. As math educators, we are often trying
to provide quality math instruction in which preservice teachers not only learn math but also learn
math in new and engaging ways. Examining preservice teacher feedback about activities can provide
valuable feedback, such as in the literature-based math research conducted by Nelson (2012).
Examining preservice teacher feedback about such lessons can help us as math educators revise
and modify our current practices to incorporate more themes in the classroom to meet a broader
audience and help educate preservice teachers about the world around us. Books such as this one
coupled with the standards-based mathematical task described in this article can potentially help
address such important math standards for preparing future teachers as set forth by AMTE (2017)
that address culturally appropriate topics.
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AMTE-TX 10th Anniversary Celebration: Founders’ Reflections
Sandi Cooper, Baylor University
AMTE-TX Past-President, 2008-2010
What was your motivation to start AMTE-TX?
As an active member of AMTE for many years, and serving as the
first AMTE Affiliates Director, I certainly wanted my home state to have
a more formal association with the national organization. In addition, I
had worked with several colleagues in the state of Texas, to address
issues specific to mathematics teacher education in the state, so I knew
we had the potential to organize a significant group for an affiliate.
What does the organization mean to you, and what do you hope it means for others?
It’s our professional mathematics education “family” in Texas! I look forward to our gatherings at
CAMT and our Fall conference so that we can all catch up, share stories, and plan for collaboration.
It’s our “family” reunion time!
What influence do you want AMTE-TX to have?
When we established AMTE-TX in 2008, our goal was to become a collective voice for mathematics
teacher education in the state. We have worked hard over the past 10 years to make sure we were
“at the table” to provide input on critical issues and I know that we will continue to push this forward in
positive, impactful ways to make a difference.
Trena L. Wilkerson, Baylor University
AMTE-TX Past-President, 2012-2014
What was your motivation to start AMTE-TX?
We needed a way to network and connect as teacher educators across Texas.
We needed a way for mathematics teacher educators to work together - on
teacher education programs, curriculum, research, and a number of other things.
It was very difficult to get us all together, and this was a way to do that. The
second thing that I think is really important was that we needed a collective
group to be a voice for mathematics teacher education in Texas. We had a
national organization that focused on a national level, which is extremely
important, but we also have issues in our own state and areas that we want to work on as well.
We have standards, we have policies, etc., and we needed to work on those. We felt like this was a
way to have a collective voice of mathematics teacher educators if we could get them together to
meet a few times a year to come up with a mission, a goal, and direction that would help guide us.
What does the organization mean to you, and what do you hope it means for others?
For me, it means a collective voice about mathematics teacher education, and it allows mathematics
teacher educators from many different areas to gather together to talk about commonalities but also
differences. It’s not just college and university teacher educators. That, of course, is one aspect, but
mathematics teacher educators includes those who work in regional service centers, alternative
certification programs that may or may not be connected to a college or university, two-year
universities that are housing and developing teacher certification programs, and the school districts
and their role as mathematics teacher educators. I think in the broadest sense, we needed to think
about mathematics teacher education. It’s not just the teacher education programs at colleges and
universities - it’s much broader than that since we are partners across schools and school districts.
Continued…
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What influence do you want AMTE-TX to have?
I mentioned that one of the reasons for the direction to organize this group has to do with advocacy.
That is what I would like to see, I would like for this group to become an advocate for mathematics
teacher education in Texas, and that we would be called before the legislature, TEA, SBEC, or other
organizations when there are issues connected to or that have an influence and an impact on
mathematics teacher education. I think we have started in that direction; I think we have begun to do
that. We have been around for 10 years, and we now have representation in several other different
organizations in Texas including the Texas Council of Teachers of Mathematics, the Texas
Association of Supervisors of Mathematics, and CAMT, our state mathematics conference. I think all
of these are helping us to become advocates for mathematics teacher education and for us to
consider the role for it in mathematics education across the state of Texas.

AMTE Annual Conference
February 7-9, 2019
Orlando, Florida
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Upcoming Conferences
July 10-12, 2019

CAMT

San Antonio

Sept. 20-21, 2019

AMTE-TX Fall Conference

Waco

Sept. 25-27, 2019

NCTM Regional Conference

Boston

October 2-4, 2019

NCTM Regional Conference

Nashville

October 16-18, 2019

NCTM Regional Conference

Salt Lake City

November 7-9, 2019

SSMA Annual Convention

Salt Lake City

November 14-17, 2019

AMATYC Conference

Milwaukee

November 14-17, 2019

PMENA Conference

St. Louis

January 15-18, 2020

MAA-AMS Meeting

Denver

February 6-8, 2020

AMTE Conference

Phoenix

March 5-7, 2020

RCML Conference

Las Vegas

April 1-4, 2020

NCTM Centennial Annual Meeting

Chicago
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2018-2021
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2017-2020
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Kathy Smith, Tarleton State University
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JMTET Co-Editors
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MEMBERSHIP
The AMTE-TX official membership cycle is
from July 1 through June 30. Typically,
members join or renew memberships at
CAMT or at the AMTE-TX Fall Conference.
Encourage your colleagues to join!

Call for Submissions for JMTET
Submit manuscripts by July 20, 2019.
Visit our AMTE-TX website
for submission guidelines at
https://amte-tx.com/online-journal-2/.

You can access information about dues and
the membership form at our website,
https://amte-tx.com. After completing the
form, return the form and dues to:
Kathy Horak-Smith
ATME-Texas Membership
Tarleton State University - Mathematics
Box T - 0470
Stephenville, TX 76042

Questions?
Interested in becoming a reviewer?
Contact the Journal Co-Editors:
Mark Montgomery, montgomems@sfasu.edu
Ryann Shelton, Ryann_Shelton@Baylor.edu
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